(Extract from Peock Newsletter — May 1983)
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' . HISTORY CF SAINT FEOCK
! This is the first of a series of articles written by Mrs,
- L 8,M.Satchwell which will appear from time to time.

The Vigitor to Gcrmwall is struck at once by the profusion
of unfomiliar saints? names in parish nomenclature; such as 3t, Piran
| 5%. Petroc, St. Gwineab, etc. etc., Many are household names known
. outside the Celtic West Country through stories re-~told by medern
[ writers; and as names of railway stations. St. Feock, on the contary,
i {s a nebulous figure who inspired no cultas, and is. descrlbed by Boase
‘a8 "an Irish devotee who gave his name to the parish of 5t. Feock."
Even the two acknowledged authorities on Cornish Saints, Canon Dobdle
and Charles Henderson, are undecided eben as regards the sex of the Saint,
basing their assumption that it was feminine on the ierminal "a" of
the alternative spelling of the name FEOCA, and the entry "Sanota Feoca!
in Bishop Stapleton's Register (Exeter).

E In the fifth century there was an influx of Celiic sainis to

| Curnwall, mostly from Ireland, landing on the north Cornish coast along

" epturies such as Hayle where the arrival of a large band of male and
female missionaries, led by ST.GWINEAR, ended tragically in a mass

| munder-at ROSEWORTHY. Transport by sea was almost certainly in boats of

| the coracle type, a wooden frame covered in prepared hide. Such a craft

. was capable of seaworthiness over long distances, This was proved by

- Tim Severln, who. successfully re—enacted the vogage of 5%. Brendan the

; Nav1ga$or. (As a point of local interest, the hide of this boat was

| prepared by a Cornish firm of tanners ). We mist (regretfully) discount
the magical voyages on altarusbones, etc. which were acceptable to the

Mediwval mind,

The name of Feock or. Peoca is found only as the eponym
of this small Cornish parlvh though very similiar names can be
found in Brittany and Ireland. Can our local saint be identified with,
for instance, St. FIACC or S5t. PIACRE, about hoth of whom a great dea]
is known? St, PIACC was Bishop of fletty, and there is no record of
his ever. havlng vigited Cornwall. In any case the early Irish
nissionaries were usual%Jmonks who' were still unknown. The name I'LACC
is a well—known_ndme in early Ireland, and survives in the Anglle+sed

form OFfFEE.

—y

3t. FIACRE was a deligthul character driven by
missionary Zeal to visit, and settle in, Gaul in the sixth century,
who built his. hermitage in a wood and established a garden, becoming
known as the patron saint of girdeners. His:ability.to c¢ure fleshy
tumoursy elther miraculously or w1th the aid. of herbb, attracted
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A point whick I have not found suggested anywhere is
that the date of St. Feock’s feast day, 2nd. February, does not

tally with the feast day dates.of other saints of similiar sounding

names with whom it has been suggested he cen be identified -
TIACC - October 12th, FIACRE = Mngust 204h or September 1st.
FEQCK —~ February 2nd. ,

_ The historian Ilals tells us that the word Feock or
Peage (and by mutation vegue ) -indicated "a lofy local place". The
lhigher part of the village of Feock is knowm as La Feock. The
prefix La or Le occurs in other places ac a curruption of Lan
meaning a religious establishment -~ a monasiery cr heimjtage -
hence "a hernitage in a high plece® which in this case contalns
vhat essenticl factor for habitation, zn eacient vell (Grange

‘Well)s

‘ " Is it therefore unreasonable to deduce lLhatv our sarnid

was not a well—known missionary but an un~named monk whe arvived

with a band from Ireland, escesped the massocre by the pagen

chicftain. Feudor, ultimately found a well (the Creaage Well in

 La Feack lane) settled in this delectable spot and bsoame Imoun

- ‘zs the man on the hill in the holy place or "the holy man on the
hill®  SAINT TFEOCK,




